Entered at the New 
York Post Office as 
Second Class Matter 


The 


At 


VOL. XIX. 
No. 330. 


WORLD 


OCTOBER, 1916 


Published Mid-Monthly. 


O CONTENTS © 


Public Libraries and the Workers’ Meucstionst 


Association. By Arrnur H. Jznn .... — 
The Lighter Side of Types. 91 
Letters on our Affairs - 92 
Library News ... ove oe 
Personal News .. on ate 100 

‘o Serve their Country re on 
Reviews ... 108 


Library Associations: Library Association “Thirty-Ninth 
Annual Meeting; Library Association, North-Central 
Branch ; Liverpool and District Association of Assistant 
Librarians ; The Library Assistants’ Association, North. 
Western Branch ; North- Lib 107 


SIXPENCE 
MONTHLY 

ANNUAL 
SUBSCRIPTION 


GRAFTON & Co., 
8, Coptic Street, Bloomsbury, 
London, W.C. 


hes wi « 
G 
> 
4 
4 
4 
«Editorial 
| 
2) 
RX 
5 
"he 


THE LIBRARY WORLD. 


NOTE. 

The attention of subscribers is drawn to the fact 
that owing to the large number of recruits who have 
left the Postal Service for the Army, and the necessary 
reorganization of the Staff, some delay in the delivery 
of the “Library World’’ may occur in the post at 
home as well as abroad. 


All Communications to be addressed to the Editor, 
cio GRAFTON & Co., 
8, Coptic Street, Bloomsbury, 
London, W.C. 


The Subscription Rates are as follows :— 


Special Rates quoted for large quantities. 
Post Paid to any address for 12 Months. 


By subscribing direct the punctual receipt of the magazine is assured. 
Subscribers also receive the 1ITLE-PAGE AND INDEX to the volume without 
charge (price to non-subscribers 6d. net). 


To The Library World, 
Messrs. Grafton & Co., 
8, Coptic Street, Bloomsbury, W.C. 


Please enter my name as a Subscriber to The Library World for 
Volume XIX, July 1916—June 1917, and send... niicaninealbege 
copy (ies) for which I enclose eens... to the following 


address. 
Address 


Cheques, Postal Orders, &c., should be made payable to The Library World. 
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EDITORIAL. 


Middle October finds most libraries well settled into their 
winter work, and this winter will probably be the most un- 
usual in the history of the public library movement, while it 
will not be without its problems for every other description of 
library. Present indications lead us to believe that there will 
be no falling-off of the demands of the civilian population ; 
our libraries are crowded in the earlier part of the evenings, 
and unless some catastrophe intervenes of which we have at 

resent no anticipation, this demand is not likely to fall much 
ower. Apart from their book work, some libraries may find it 
necessary to shear away their extension work in the shape of 
lectures and similar activities, mainly, of course, because of 
shortage of labour, but also because of the darkness of the 
streets at night. This latter difficulty is being met by some 
by moving the time of the lectures forward, and we think the 
plan has much to commend it. We hope, wherever they can, 
that librarians will maintain as many as possible of these 
activities “that show,” since they will keep the libraries 
before the public at a time when they are likely to be thought 
comparatively unimportant. There should be no acquiescence 
in the notion that libraries are luxuries, and that they have not 
a part of quiet but immense importance to play in the imme- 


diate future. 
* = 


It was not to be expected that the Report of the Library 
Association for 1915-16 would be a constructive record in any 
wide sense, and its appearance justifies the expectation. 
Probably it is the most skilfully compiled history of the 
Association in recent years, in charming rhythm and apt 
phrase glozing over the deficiencies of the work which it is 
meant toexplain. It is nevertheless complacent, conservative, 
self-satisfied, and on the whole unsatisfactory. We wish to 
discriminate. The officers are not to blame. Mr. Tedder 
deserves our gratitude, as he always has done, for the unre- 
mitting assiduity and skill which have kept the Association 
secure financially, and Mr. Pacy, at great personal sacrifice 
and from no definite inclination of his own, has held the 
ungrateful office of secretary in the difficult circumstances 
created by Mr. Jast’s departure from London. But the 
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Council is to blame collectively for want of initiative and 
staying power ; indeed for lack of faith in itself and libraries. 
Otherwise non possumus could not be suggested so frequently. 
So much must be said. It is a more pleasing thing to offer our 
congratulations to the Periodicals Index Committee for its 
admirable work, and to Dr. Baker and his assistants for their 
lists of best books both in The Atheneum and The L.A. Record. 
These deserve the warmest recognition as the only really 
satisfactory features of a report that cannot be regarded as 
creditable to our profession. 


A significant and interesting matter is the number of 
library workers in the Army who have received promotion. 
Several cases will be present in the minds of our readers of 
men who enlisted not more than six months ago as privates 
who now hold the King’s commission ; and some, with rather 
longer service, have received captaincies, and one we know, 
who at the outbreak of war was a librarian without military 
experience, is now the adjutant of his regiment. The list 
grows almost every day, and it is difficult to keep pace with it. 
(May we ask our readers to supply us with particulars of any 
such promotions that may come within their knowledge ?) 
An officer requires, in addition to disciplinary powers and a 
certain quantity of technical knowledge and experience, 
definite mental qualities ; and the fact that these have been 
found in so many library assistants prophesies happily for the 
future of libraries ; because the training for war has generated 
a freshness of energy in our men which, when turned from its 
temporary occupation to its usual one, should do much to 
quicken the library service. This is one blessing that may 
come of our present hard circumstances. Incidentally it is 
curious to hear of a case where a knowledge of scientific 
classification and of card-indexing procured its owner his first 
promotion, as was the experience of a young librarian whose 
name is not unknown to readers of THE LIBRARY WORLD. 


We suggest to the Council of the L.A.A. that the present 
time is a good one to secure photographs of all library assistants 
who are with the Colours. Such a record should not be very 
difficult to obtain ; and, in a few years’ time it will have great 
interest. Moreover, there are already gaps in the membership 
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toll of the Association, made by those who have fallen, and the 
body to which they belonged, and for which many of them 
worked, should endeavour to collect some such memorial of 
their service and sacrifice. 

ok * * 


We hear with pleasure that the Council of the Library 
Assistants’ Association does not intend to follow the /a/ssez 
faire policy of the Library Association in abandoning its 
monthly meetings altogether. If formal gatherings are 
difficult of arrangement, informal ones need not be so; and 
meetings of a dozen interested people at a restaurant or at 
libraries are well worth the little trouble they involve. Apart 
from the matters discussed professionally, there is greater need 
now than ever before for that unofficial friendly intercourse 
which helps to maintain interest and courage. As for matters for 
for discussion there are several in which library assistants are 
specially involved, particularly those which deal with the 
staffing of libraries, and the problems of war and industrial 
literature can be as usefully, and would certainly be as expedi- 
tiously, dealt with by the L.A.A. as by the L.A. 


“THIS BOOK IS OVERDUE. THERE IS A FINE OF ONE PENNY 
SIR, PLEASE.” 


Proud in his wonderful grasp of our duty 
Gifted with grace to correct and advise, 

Speaking in accents distinctly unfluty, 
Payer of Rates, more than mortally wise : 


Why should he bear this indignity awful— 
Fined by a person whose wages he pays ? 
He is a citizen, worthy and lawful, 
Why should he bother to measure the days ? 


Hath he not warrant to snort and be snubbish ? 
Rules are for people, not people for rules ; 

Further, the most of your volumes are rubbish, 
Bought by incompetents, paid for by mules. 


He will address a complaint to the papers 
Seasoned with facts and ironical japes, 
Truths that will rouse the most somnolent gapers— 
So much for you, you superb Jackanapes ! 
* * * 
Burgess sublime, with the forehead of thunder, 
Dull were our days did you pass from our ken ! 
Yet, in the silence, I frequently wonder 
If you remember we, too, are but men. 


RoBert JOuNSON. 
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PUBLIC LIBRARIES AND THE WORKERS’ 
EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION. 


By ArTHUR H. Jenn, Lambeth Public Libraries, Hon. Sec. 
Lambeth Branch, W.E.A. 


N the 11th August, 1906, a session was held in connection 
with the Cambridge University Extension Summer Meeting, 
at which there was a joint conference of the Workers’ 

Educational Association, and the southern section of the Co-opera- 
tive Union. Professor Chapman, of the Manchester University, 
presided, and said, ‘ that the value of libraries was enormously 
enhanced if some provision were made for instructing those coming 
to the libraries in the use of books, and if classes were arranged 
to take place after the lectures, so that some thorough study might 
be undertaken by some of the people who made use of the libraries. 
They needed to learn to get more value out of the educational 
facilities already before them, in addition to getting additional 
facilities provided.” 

Mr. Frederick Rogers, Secretary of the National Committee 
of Organised Labour, then opened a discussion on “‘ Libraries and 
the Education of Workpeople.”” He moved that, “ This conference, 
representative of working class and educational organisations, is 
of the opinion that the education of workpeople may be promoted 
to a great extent by the use of public libraries. It affirms that the 
educational effect of public libraries has been greatly enhanced 
by joint action with University Extension Centres, and other 
educational institutions ; as also by the provision upon library 
premises of frequent popular lectures on such subjects as the 
value of definite study, or the right choice of books, or the best 
methods of making a study of the best authors; and urges an 
extension of these and similar activities. Further, having regard 
to the educational importance of the early requirement of a correct 
taste in literature, this conference emphasises the importance of 
directed children’s departments as features in public library 
organisation.” This was seconded, put to the vote, and carried 
unanimously. The above was a direct incentive to public libraries 
and educational associations and institutions to go ahead, voiced 
as it was by both representative educationists and leaders of 
working-class opinion. And in justice to many public libraries, 
it can te said that they have done a great deal in spite of the 
limited library rate, but for all that there is much still that can yet 
be done. In the realization of the greatest utility possible of 
public library administration, the Workers’ Educational] Association 
can render splendid service. It was in appreciation of this fact 
that in the year 1908 the Council of the Library Association decided 
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to join the Workers’ Educational Association. As an instrument, 
for education, the joint action of Public Libraries and the Workers’ 
Educational Association cannot be ignored. The same fundamental 
object is the foundation of both bodies, the raising of the standard 
of education among the mass of the people. There is not a social 
theory that has been promulgated and will in the future be pro- 
mulgated, that can afford to ignore the wonderful stimulus that 
can be accorded by an enlightened people. Ignore education and 
you ignore the one thing needful to assure a real and permanent 
success. In every district there should be a Public Library, and 
every district should have its branch of the Workers’ Educational 
Association. In districts where this happy combination is pro- 
vided, joint action should prove a matter of no difficulty. A 
zealous. secretary of a local branch will make it his business to 
become acquainted with prominent local people and bodies. Amongst 
these he will include Public Librarians, and if the public librarians 
possess a social conscience, as they should do, he ought always to 
find fellow enthusiasts. On the other hand, if the librarian finds 
there is no “ body ”’ in iis district that has for its object the advance- 
ment of education amongst the people, he should feel it his duty 
to commence the organisation of one. He could not do better than 
to get into communication with the Workers’ Educational Associa- 
tion and point out the need of a branch in his district. This 
Association will assist him in all that is within their power to do, 
and often will be able to put him in communication with a local 
resident or someone else who will be only too ready to assist. If 
the librarian cannot find time to act as the local honorary secretary 
he is almost always in the position to approach some local educa- 
tionist who will gladly accept the office, and he will, in some cases, 
need go no farther than his own assistants. 


We can now consider by what methods the joint action of these 
two bodies can be carried into effect. In the first place it is neces- 
sary to advertise, as widely as possible, that such a local organiza- 
tion is in existence. The public libraries can assist here by dis- 
playing in each library a notice-board giving the name and address 
of the Association, as well as that of the local branch secretary. 
Here would be displayed notices of all the branch's activities as 
they occur. If there is a lecture-room at the library it should be 
placed at the disposal of the local branch. This would in no way 
interfere with any independent lectures or exhibitions that may be 
held in it, and it would have the distinct advantage of being always 
in the position of obtaining lecturers and class leaders of a recognised 


educational association. it would be also of great advantage to the 
public libraries to have brought to its doors students and members of 
the type that this Association attracts. If it can be so arranged, 
the library address can be most advantageously used as the office 
address of the branch. At every lecture or class held under the 
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auspices of the branch, a list of books that are contained in the 
library on the subject dealt with should be prepared and issued 
to the students. A twofold service will thereby be served, the 
students will be able to develop further their subject by this means, 
and the public library will very probably add to its list of borrowers. 
Any notices, handbills, tickets that advertise lectures, classes, &c., 
should be prominently displayed in the libraries, and facilities 
should be extended to the branch, by the library, by which this 
can judiciously be done. University tutorial classes and other 
activities controlled by the branch association would, of course 
be held in some of the other educational institutions in the district 
and the result would be that a splendid educational propaganda 
could be carried on by the fusion of these educational resources of 
a district. Another aid to libraries may be mentioned here. In 
the selection of books for a library, every librarian knows the value 
of expert opinion, and class leaders and lecturers will be glad to 
advise in the matter of their particular subjects. The main purpose 
of this paper is to bring to the notice of public librarians the great 
utility of these educational associations, and to plead for a greater 
unity of purpose in devising for the better education of the people. 


It will mean much more labour for the librarians, but the 
result cannot but justify the extra effort and bring great satisfaction 
to the librarian. To librarians and educationists who have not 
yet appreciated the work of the Workers’ Educational Association, 
the following account of its “‘ objects and methods, taken from its 
constitution ”’ (as revised at the Annual General Meeting held at 
Birmingham, 16th October, 1915), should prove interesting. 


OBJECTS— 

Its objects shall be— 

(a) To stimulate and to satisfy the demand of working men and 
women for education ; and 

(0) Generally to assist the development of a national system of educa- 
tion which shall ensure to all children, adolescents, and adults 
such education as is essential for their complete development 
as individuals and as citizens. 

METHODS. 

It shall, in its capacity as a co-ordinating federation of working-class 
and educational interests, exercise the powers necessary to fulfil 
its objects : 

(a) By arousing the interest of the workers in higher education, and 
by directing their attention to the facilities already existing. 

(6) By enquiring into the needs and desires of the workers in regard 
to education generally, and by representing them to the Board 
of Education, Universities, Local Education Authorities, and 
Educational Institutions. 

(c) By providing, either in conjunction with the afore-mentioned 
bodies or otherwise, facilities for the study of subjects of interest 
to the workers for which necessity arises. 

(d) By the publication of literature, and by such other means as from 

time to time may be considered expedient. 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE OF LIBRARY LIFE. 
LIBRARY TYPES. 


EN to one you’re a hussy. You may not think so! but most 
probably you are one, nevertheless. I hadn’t thought I 
was until Mrs. O’Brien was good enough to enlighten me. 

She said I was the most impudent hussy she had ever come across. 
Of course, you may not hope to attain to that unique position : it 
depends upon your rival hussies. I, as you see, was unsurpassed. 

The action on my part which gained for me so distinguishing 

an epithet, was that of presenting a lady with her reader’s ticket, 
and murmuring the word “ O’Brien,”” but omitting to prefix it 
with “ Mrs.”” The good lady may have come prepared for battle— 
who knows ?—At any rate she straightened herself up, favoured 
me with a challenging stare, then “‘ I’m Mrs. O’Brien to you!” 
she snapped. I was surprised: my words had been so innocent 
of offence. Politeness prompted me to explain ; so I endeavoured 
to assure her that it was our custom to repeat the name on the 
ticket, by way of check, irrespective of who returned the book. 
(How did I know she was Mrs. O’Brien). She would not be molli- 
fied, however, and, after delivering her little pronouncement as 
to my “hussing’”’ qualifications, swept with dignity into our 
open-access library, and was soon lost to sight among the shelves. 
Then—insolent me !—I laughed and grinned in the most unrepentant 
manner. What else could you expect from the most impudent 
hussy ? 


EPIGRAMS. 
Tue Tuirty-NINTH REPORT OF THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 
Behold and wonder! Thirty pages fair— 
A feast of mind Olympians might sup— 


Which chronicle with sapience debonair 
How skilfully we closed our business up. R.J. 


BLUNDERS IN PRINT. 


Notice on door of residence: ‘‘ Please knock the bell out of 
order.” 

Manitoba Free Press, quoting Ralph Connor: “I who have 
never set foot outside my native shoes.” 

From a New York paper: “Emily was a queer girl, and so, 
for that matter, was her father.” 

A Western bank announces: ‘‘We make the interest of 
our depositors our interest.” 

Newspaper on deceased financier: “He is reputed to have 
made six ions dollars in as many years.” 


| | 
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LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS. 


Dear ZENODOTUS, 
TABLOID ERUDITION. 


A famous Scottish city apparently follows the interesting, 
entertaining practice of holding the meetings of its Book Sub- 
Committee in public; and the reports of them are a perpetual 
delight. It is an unwise practice from many points of view, for it 
shows up mercilessly the foibles and weaknesses of its members, but 
occasionally it produces something worth remark. Such, I think, to 
be the recent discussion of the place of shilling books in public 
libraries. One side argued that these were so cheap that anyone 
could buy them. This absurd argument was met by the rejoinder 
from the other side that they were so many that no one could 
purchase them all, an argument even more absurd ; and finally 
it was resolved to place them in the lending department. The 
discussion showed that the Sub-Committee badly needs a clear 
conception of its duties, which are to provide the representative 
literature of the world, irrespective of such matters as price. The 
only valid argument against these shilling books is that they profess 
to do the impossible—to crystallise a science, art, or what not, into 
a hundred or so pages---to be a brief, tabloid of learning which shall 
serve the reader instead of real study. They are usually futile and 
unprofitable. Any man who thinks he can learn geology from a 
briefer book than Lyell’s Student’s Elements, or English history 
from one briefer than Green’s Short History is a fool. Librarians 
should never recommend these books, but should lead their patrons 
to the books of which these are but the skimmings taken to order. 


DE ARTE CRITICA. 


Having decided, because there was too much rubbish in the 
world for the individual to buy, that the public library ought to 
buy it, the Sub-Committee proceeded to the discussion of George 
Moore’s Brook Kerith. Here was weighty matter for the grave, 
reverend seigniors! Would their opinion condemn it as a 
blasphemous, godless book? Certainly it could not be added 
to the shelves without examination—an entirely wise precaution. 
They would buy one copy in order that they might read and 
satisfy themselves. Which reminds me of a man who once 
came to me with an ingratiating leer, saying, ‘If you have any 
books about the morality of which you are doubtful, will you 
allow me to read and report upon them?” An excellent way of 
getting the books most suited to his own palate. The parallel is not 
a good one of course, but as the Sub-Committee rejected the 
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Literary Review on the charge that it “‘ treated religious matters in 
a cheap fashion,” I am fairly confident of the result of the in- 
quisitional perusal now about to take place. Meanwhile, however, 
the Sub-Committee will have been provided with a copy for its own 
delectation. A conundrum, my Zenodotus! If the book is 
rejected as unfit for public consumption—a finding in which the 
Committee will be in agreement with Lord Alfred Douglas—-what will 
become of this trial copy? A public burning, to the accompani- 
ment of whatever stands in Scotland for the Commination Service, 
do you think ? 


COMEDY AT CAXTON HALL. 


The most cheerless hour of our life was when we read the 
Dismal Document together. In appearance it resembles the L.A. 
Reports of former years ; intrinsically it is unlike them in almost 
every way. We hoped so much from the L.A. when war broke out : 
we saw the Council promulgating all sorts of useful schemes for 
making libraries the source of strength, comfort, information 
and training that they are qualified to be. Now we see nothing 
but pitiful declarations that “‘ the causes are circumstantial” of 
vanished meetings and general somnolence. No meetings are to 
be held. It is not fair, says the Council, to ask men to prepare 
papers in order to read them to only a dozen or so. Yet a few 
paragraphs on members are implored to submit papers to the 
Publications Committee to save the expiring Record from utter 
extinction. Both statements cannot be sincere. If it is unfair 
to ask members to write papers for small meetings and publication 
in the Record, it is more unfair to ask them to write papers for 
publication alone. A Councillor tells me that another argument 
used was that staffs were so depleted that librarians could not be 
expected to sacrifice a whole six evenings a year to the discussion 
of things professional ; and that five minutes later the man who 
used the argument blandly admitted that he was leaving London 
next day for a month’s holiday. These things can be reconciled 
by the Council ; we haven't the mental agility to do it. 


DONATIONS—-NOT ACCEPTED. 


I do not altogether agree with you that presented periodicals 
should be shut out of our reading rooms, nor do I think that anyone 
living ever found a reading-room to be a cock-pit of cranks. At 
the same time the impudence of people obsessed by various shibbo- 
leths, such as the one you quote, is beyond bland acquiescence, and, 
in the end, your idea of entire exclusion must be adopted as the 
lesser of two evils. A friend has passed on to me the bret and 
eloquent printed postcard with which Mr. Riddle, of Bournemouth, 
counters would-be donors. Other librarians may care to adopt it. 
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From CHARLES RIDDLE, Borough Librarian, Bournemouth. 


T am instructed to inform you that gifts of periodicals, &c., for 
the Newsrooms are not accepted by the Public Libraries Committee. 
With many thanks for your kind offer, 


Yours faithfully, 
Cuas. RIDDLE, 
Librarian and Secretary. 


TRAINED LIBRARIANS. 


Two other topics in your last interest me greatly. Youcomplain 
that inadequate funds prevent the employment of trained librarians 
in, say, branch libraries. This is no doubt true in many cases, and 
your suggestion to the Carnegie Trustees that they should insist 
that their buildings be administered by men paid sufficiently has 
point, and I hope that it will receive the attention it deserves. 
I do not see eye to eye with you about the L.A. examinations. 
I am convinced that a man, or woman, cannot get the diploma 
without a fair education ; moreover, the recent eliminating Pre- 
liminary Test will do much to get rid of the merely superficial 
cramming assistant. Whatever scheme of training we reach, 
we shall still be faced with the difficulties you lament, although in 
a lesser degree ; because while the qualities that make a good 
librarian can be developed by education and social and technical 
training, they cannot be created by it. That is why the library 
profession, which is so crowded with men, possesses so few librarians. 


THE HOMELESS L.A. 


You are absolutely right in suggesting that the time has come, 
or is near at hand, when the L.A. should ask the Carnegie Trustees 
to help it to a permanent home in which it can collect its library 
and museum, conduct its classes, hold its meetings, and provide 
the reception rooms which one or two librarians have advocated. 
I wonder if Mr. Sayers, now he has returned from the Provinces, 
will be so keen about this “‘ club for librarians ”’ as he seemed to be ; 
for, after all, it is only his own suggestion under another name. In 
spite of his arguments, the L.A. cannot have this out of its income, 
which is little more than {700 a year. Help must be obtained 
elsewhere, and it should not be impossible to persuade the Trustees 
to finance, to the extent necessary, an association in which they 
have recently shown confidence. Why does not Mr. Sayers raise 
the question at the Council ? 
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THE MANUFACTURE OF DUFFERS. 


I love trivialities occasionally ; they sweeten life. So when I 
hear a good story from one of our very largest libraries, I am bound 
to send it to you. This particular library has, or had, the remark- 
able rule that acertain assistant must catalogue at least four hundred 
books weekly. On Friday evening the poor fellow would count 
his weekly tale of bricks feverishly, and if they fell short of the 
prescribed four hundred, he would spend Saturday diligently in 
the remotest corner of the basement, on the assumption, I suppose, 
that if he could not be seen he could not be wigged by the booming 
voice of his irascible chief. Can you imagine a lower estimate of 
cataloguing than this, a method more calculated to produce slovenly 
inefficient work ? Cataloguing, properly performed, is an intellec- 
tual exercise, and while it is possible to catalogue one type of book 
in a minute or two, another type may justify an hour’s work. I 
don’t wonder that some men hate their libraries, or that some 
libraries—with immense possibilities—rarely produce a librarian. 
The only way to produce good work is to excite it by personal 
interest in it, by giving credit for good intentions, and by offering 
public praise whenever it is merited. Can this be done by a method 
which impresses upon a man that he must cover his four hundred 
books or suffer wrath? The answer is obvious. 


ERIC A. PEPPIETTE. 


Formerly one scanned the casualty lists with a detached sad- 
ness at the loss they meant, but perhaps without any nearer feeling. 
Now I am unable to look at one without that cold feeling of dread 
that we all know, for to-day hundreds of lads from our libraries are 
“out there,”” and one copies names from the list wondering if they 
mean So-and-so, or only some one else with the same name. I 
have grieved over all who have fallen, but I have never had a 
greater shock than when I learned of the heroic death of Eric A. 
Peppiette. You remember him, no doubt. He had enormous 
enthusiasm for all our work, and was besides one of the most com- 
panionable of men. He would walk eight miles across Liverpool to 
spend an evening with a professional friend, sit discussing shop in 
his gay, intense manner until the small hours, and then—as he 
expressed it—‘‘ shank it’ back to his rooms again. I liked his 
work with his pen, his manner of reading papers, his cheerfulness in 
occasionally unsympathetic surroundings. Only last year he sent 
me with a frank pride in which I delighted the fine catalogue of 
rare books on which he had been engaged at Liverpool University. 
He seemed so intensely alive that it is almost impossible to realize 
that I shall not hear his laughing voice again. 


ERATOSTHENES. 
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DEAR ERATOSTHENES, 
GRASSHOPPING. 


You will remember that the grasshopper, after passing the 
summer in idleness and song, and beginning to feel the pinch of 
winter, begged food from his industrious neighbour the ant. The ant 
asked him why he had not laid up a store of food for the bad season. 
He replied :“‘ [hadnotime. Night anddayIsang.” Ah, well!” 
replied the ant, “now you can dance!” I cannot imagine that 
our councillors ever sing ; but I know they do nothing, and I am 
sure the time is coming when they and we must dance. Meantime 
our voracious and well-fed neighbour, the education ant, is hard at 
work. ‘‘In common with other associations [but mot the L.A.}, 
the National Union of Teachers has constituted its special com- 
mittee for the consideration of ‘Education after the War.’”” “ The 
Worker’s Educational Association is also actively working at the 
same problem. It was mainly responsible for a notable conference 
which was held recently at Oxford under the presidency of the 
Master of Balliol. For three strenuous days, during which the 
eight hour rule did not apply, problems of education were discussed 
under conditions which made for concise statement and expert 
treatment. It is doubtful whether so severe a time limit in speeches 
was ever imposed before on men with such wide knowledge and 
experience.” Among the resolutions passed was the following : 
“ The key of all educational reform lies in the improvement in the 
training, status and salaries of the teaching profession.”” We are 
also told that “ After the conference at Oxford several of those 
who attended have addressed private meetings of the Chambers of 
Commerce or Trades Councils of Leeds, Bradford, and Huddersfield, 
and similar meetings are likely to be held in other large centres of 
population. It is very gratifying to hear of the cordial reception 
which has been given by these gatherings of business and working 
men to the suggestions which have been put forward for early 
improvements in our system of education.” 


All this from one educational body. And from the L.A., what ? 
We shall surely have to dance later on ; for everybody is making a 
raid on the educational larder except the L.A. 


L.A. FINANCE. 


The accounts of the L.A. are fascinating. I want now to ask 
a few simple questions. The Education Committee’s expenditure, 
atter deducting receipts, since 1911 has been as follows :— 


Ig12 ee ee oe ee 65 19 7 
1913 oe ee es we ee 38 7 5 
1914 ee 80 3 3 
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We thought the Council were bent on economy, but these 
figures do not look like it. In a year of war why do we spend more 
money training people to replace soldiers than we did when these 
soldiers were at home and able to take advantage of the Education 
Committee’s work ? Ina year of war this Committee’s expenditure 
merely on postages, prizes and stationery exceeded their total 
expenditure in 1913 by £12. Why? 


ODDS AND ENDS. 


Look again at our miscellaneous expenditure :— 


EpucaTion CoMMITTEE— 


Printing £36 8 10 
Prizes, Postages, ‘and Petty 
Expenses .. ‘ 


6317 3 
ANNUAL MEETING IN LONDON :— 
Printing, Stationery, Postage, 
Dinner (what Dinner 8 
and incidental expenses . . 5 
PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE :— 
Postage, Stationery, &c. (ex- 
cluding expenses of Record) 19 7 8 
GENERAL PRINTING (including 
Annual! Report, Council 
Minutes, Binding, Stationery 49 7 4 
ANNUAL ELECTION 
Printing, Stationery, 


Counting Votes .. 16 19 0 
ADVERTISEMENTS AND 8 
Petty CasH 19 6 7 
GENERAL PosTAGE 2419 9 

£286 9 8 


Nearly £300 on out-of-pocket expenses in a dull year, when 
economy has been the order of the day. Quite clearly the expendi- 
ture on printing, postages and stationery is very wasteful. Adding 
to these sums {267 os. 7d. for printing, wrapping and posting the 
Record, we arrive at a total sum of £553 ros. 3d. spent on what 
may be described as means of professional inter-communication and 
enlightenment. If the members think the light they are getting 
for their money is bright enough, well and good. 


ZENODOTUS. 


[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
the writers of ‘‘ LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS.”’] 
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LIBRARY NEWS. 


|Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 
Notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments and 
changes, and other local items of general interest are particularly 
welcome.]} 


The appeal of the Burnley Public Library Committee for 
exemption of their Librarian (Mr. W. Bramley Coupland), was not 
successful. Exemption until October 31st only was granted to 
enable arrangements to be made. The Library Committee as a 
result have decided to postpone book purchases, compilation of 
catalogues, &c., untilafter the war. The Library, in spite of the war, is 
very popular, and during August many new borrowers were enrolled. 

The complaint in the Catholic News that Catholic literature is 
neglected in public libraries has been concluded by the very true 
statement of a correspondent that he has found “ the dearth of 
Catholic literature in public libraries is due entirely to the lack of 
interest on the part of Catholics themselves. Many years’ ex- 
perience as a reader and frequenter of the lending and reference 
departments of a free library has convinced me of this. On every 
occasion when I suggested a Catholic work the Committee at 
once consented, and, not only so, have even given me instructions 
to deliver the order to a local bookseller.” We congratulate the 
library on finding a borrower in whom it had such implicit faith 
that he could undertake its order work for it to its satisfaction. 
We applaud the argument, but do not recommend the method. 

An anonymous writer is doing admirable service for the 
Coventry Public Libraries by means of a series of excellently written 
and careful articles upon the resources of the library in connexion 
a study of art. These are appearing regularly in the Coventry 

erald. 

The Society of Genealogists, Dublin, has a library of books on 
its special subject, and is seeking to collect a complete file of Irish 
records. It now possesses 2,029 books. 

A somewhat acrimonious correspondence has occurred in the 
Edinburgh Evening Despatch concerning the closing of the Edinburgh 
Library at 7 p.m. We gather from it that our Scottish neighbours 
have command of considerable sarcasm. “‘ Last night,’’ remarks one, 
“‘ T was hustled out at 7 p.m. in sunshine by the ringing of a cracked 
bell.” Another is equally tart : ‘‘ Of course a considerable revenue 
must now be derived from fines imposed on working people who 
find on returning a book to the Library in the evening that the 
doors are closed against them, although it is still broad daylight.” 
Perhaps the darker evenings now will bring philosophy. 

In connexion with the Gladstone Library, at the National 
Liberal Club, which the Government has appropriated for war 
purposes, the Westminster Gazette remarks :—‘‘ What, one wonders, 
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will be done with the Gladstone Library should the club be tem- 
porarily taken over by the War Office? That collection of books is 
easily the most important of the specialised libraries on the political 
side, and the members of the party have devoted a great deal of 
thought to its improvement. There is not at the National Liberal 
Club, of course, the range of books which one finds in the British 
Museum, or the political treasures of the library of the House of 
Commons, but for the political worker there is nowhere, as I can 
testify, so accessible a collection of books likely to contain the 
information which he wants. That it should be scattered, heaped 
up into cellars somewhere or in other ways rendered not available 
would be a serious handicap to a good many people. 

It is interesting in connexion with the note on the closing of the 
Edinburgh Libraries above, that in Glasgow a plea is made in the 
Herald for the earlier closing of the libraries in order that the girls — 
on the staff may be enabled to get home without being exposed to 
the dangers of darkness in the streets. The correspondents are not 
all unanimous upon the point, but certainly this raises an interesting 
question in connexion with the employment of women in libraries. 

Mr. George Millar Bowman, of Logie, Fife, who died in February 
last, leaving personal estate valued at £4,650, was the proprietor of 
a library to which women and children were not allowed access. 
He was the tenant in tail of the estate of Logie, concerning which, 
and the library at the house, a very strict entail was executed by 
his ancestor, Mr. Andrew Bowman, who bought the property in 
1750. The library consists of valuable editions of the ancient classics 
and a valuable collection of engravings, and the heir is prohibited 
from lending the books, but he is bound to keep a suitable room for 
the library in his house, and to allow free access to it to the neigh- 
bouring gentlemen, there to read and study. He is also bound to 
have a basin with water and a towel that the books may not be 
soiled with unclean hands, and women and children are expressly 
prohibited from having access to the library.” 

It is interesting to learn in connexion with the Maidstone 
Public Library that in 1882 a Library Auxiliary Fund was estab- 
lished by a few residents interested in the efficient maintenance of 
the Reference Library, who were aware that the income from the 
rate was insufficient to procure the standard works for it. Members 
of the Fund contributed annual subscriptions of a half-guinea and 
upwards, which has been done until the present year. During the 
thirty-four years it has existed, the Fund has added over 700 works 
to the Library at a cost of about £400. Owing to death and removal 
the list of subscribers is now much reduced, and the Committee is 
appealing for new subscribers. 

We are interested to learn that the Sunderland Public Libraries 
collected during August 333 volumes and 825 periodicals for the 
Camps Library. The total received to date is 4,609 items. 
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PERSONAL NEWS. 


Miss E. D. GREENHORN, Assistant Librarian, Dumbarton, has 
been appointed Librarian in succession to the late Mr. A. P. 
Macdonald. 

NOTES. 


In view of the 6oth anniversary of the opening of the Norwich 
Public Library, which will take place in March, 1917, Mr. Geo. A. 
Stephen, the City Librarian of Norwich, is preparing for publication 
by the Public Library Committee, a historical and descriptive 
account of the old City Library and the present Public Library, 
which was opened in 1857. Norwich occupies an unique place in 
the history of libraries : it has the distinction of having established 
in 1608 one of the earliest public libraries in England, and it was 
the first municipality to adopt the first Public Library Act, 1850. 
This forthcoming book should therefore form an interesting chapter 
in the history of British libraries. 

The Council of the National Library have arranged to keep 
open the posts of all members of the staff who have joined the 
Army, and any difference between the salary and army pay and 
allowance is made good. 

LrBRARY AssocIATION.—Correspondence Classes will commence 
in October in Section III. (Classification), conducted by Mr. H. A. 
Sharp, Public Library, Croydon ; Section IV. (Cataloguing), by 
Miss E. S. Fegan, M.A., Librarian, Ladies’ College, Cheltenham ; 
Section V. (Library Foundation and Equipment), by Mr. G. E. 
Roebuck, Librarian, Public Library, Walthamstow ; Section VI. 
(Library Routine}, by Mr. W. S. C. Rae, Librarian, Public Libraries, 
Fulham. Fee, tos. for each section, 15s. for students abroad. 
The last date of entry, 30th September. Full particulars on 
application to Ernest A. Baker, M.A., D.Litt., Hon. Sec., 

ucation Committee, Caxton Hall, Westminster, S.W. 


TO SERVE THEIR COUNTRY 
CouprLanp (W. BrRaMLey), Librarian of the Burnley Public 
Libraries (Royal Garrison Artillery). 
LAMBERT (J. Witson), Librarian and Secretary of the Gains- 
borough Urban District Public Library (Royal Garrison 


Artillery). 
OBITUARY. 


We regret to record the death of Mr. WittiaM A. TayLor, 
Chief Librarian of Holborn, which occurred on 18th August. 
Taylor was born in 1864, and previous to his appointment as 
Librarian of St. Giles’ Public Library in 1893 (from which position 
he was promoted Borough Librarian of Holborn 
when the London Government Act came into force in 1899), he 
held positions in the Manchester and Hanley Public Libraries, and 
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was also Librarian of the Medical Library at Owen’s College, 
Manchester, 1888-1893. He was an esteemed member of the 
Library Association, a man of pleasant and modest demeanour, 
and his death is sincerely mourned. 

The Holborn authorities are not filling the vacancy at present, 
but have placed the Library in charge of Mr. E. J. BRADLEY, the 


Chief Assistant. 


KILLED IN ACTION. 


As we go to press we learn the sorrowful news that Lance- 
Corporal H. W. CHECKETTs (11th Royal Warwickshire Regiment), 
Librarian of the Constitution Hill Branch Library, Birmingham, 
the first provincial Vice-President of the L.A.A., and first Chairman 
of its Midland Branch, has also been killed in action. Checketts’s 
work for the profession deserves a longer notice, and we hope 
to give it next month. 

Birmingham has had other losses: Privates P. A. GARNER and 
T. RILey (11th Royal Warwickshire Reg:ment), Reference Librarian, 
are ‘“‘ missing, believed killed.” 


Another death in action which is deeply lamented is that of 
Gunner SamMuEL Bacon, of the R.G.A., who fell on 2gth 
July. Practically all his working life he was on the staff of the 
Stepney Public Libraries, where immediately prior to enlistment 
he was Chief Assistant. He held five certificates of the L.A., was 
widely read, was an athlete, and was the possessor of a healthy and 
generous personality. At Easter he married Miss Alice Smart, 
B.Sc., to whom to-day our sympathy goes. Bacon was twenty- 
nine years of age. 

We regret to record the death from wounds of Private TREVOR 
Lewis, R.A.M.C., late of the staff of the National Library 
of Wales. Mr. Lewis was in the Periodicals Department of the 
National Library when he left to join the Army in October, 1915, 
He proceeded to the front in April last, and was employed chiefly 
on motor ambulance work. In August he was wounded in the 
head whilst removing wounded from the trenches, and after being 
in hospital at Rouen and Hampstead died on the 20th September. 
The body was brought to Aberystwyth for burial, which took 
place with military honours, the staff of the National Library also 
attending. 


We record with regret the death of Eric A. PEPPIETTE, assistant 
in the Library of the University of Liverpool, who has fallen in 
action. Peppiette was twenty-four years of age, and was, pre- 
viously to his appointment to Liverpool, on the staff of Birmingham 
University Library. A member of the Council of the L.A.A., 
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a keen and successful student, a writer of no mean sort on pro- 
fessional subjects, an acute, lively, charming and lovable personality, 
his death is greatly lamented by a large circle of professional friends. 
A comrade has written of him: “‘ Lance-Corporal Peppiette was 
my section commander, and I knew him well. We were all fond 
of him. He was an absolute hero that morning, cheering us all up 
as we came along. He would take no notice of shells.’’ Shortly 
before his death he had been offered a commission. 


It is with great regret that we report the death of a senior 
assistant of the Lewisham Library, Mr. A. RicHarpson, killed in 
action onthe 15th inst. Mr. Richardson joined the Lewisham staff 
November, 1902, and was senior assistant at the Brockley Library. 
He joined the 15th County of London Civil Service Rifles, July, rg15. 


To the list of the fallen must be added the name of Second- 
Lieutenant HuGH STEVENSON, for over ten years sub-librarian of 
the Bournemouth Public Libraries, who gave himself for England 
on the Western Front on roth September. The whole of his life 
of little more than thirty years was spent at Bournemouth, where 
his father, Mr. J. B. Stevenson, is the head borough gardener. 
Stevenson joined the Libraries Staff in 1898, and in due course was 
promoted to sub-librarian in 1905, in which office he was the 
successor of Mr. W. J. Harris (Librarian, Islington), Mr. Roland 
Hill (Librarian, Blackpool), Mr. J. Faraday (Librasian, Stroud 
Green, Hornsey), Mr. Berwick Sayers (Librarian, Croydon), and 
Mr. W. G. Wilding (Sub-Librarian, Finsbury). Unlike most of these, 
Stevenson did not take a very active part in librarianship outside 
his own library ; but he was a strong, vigorous, pleasing personality, 
who will be missed by a wide circle of friends. He ioined the 
London Scottish about a year ago as a private, and a few months 
after received his commission in the London Rifles. He married, 
not long ago, Miss Norah Whittingham, of The Wyche, Bourne- 
mouth, to whom we offer our sympathy. 


WOUNDED 


Second-Lieutenant NowELL, of Norwich, has been wounded 
in the shoulder but is going on well. 

We learn that Private Jonn EDWARD WarTKIN, who joined 
the Royal Welsh Fusiliers in November, 1914, was wounded 
in the early part of July, getting shrapnel in both legs. He is 
now on the high-road to recovery, but bears the marks of war in 
the loss of his left leg (amputated above the knee). Mr. Watkin is 
still in hospital at Bath. 

Private W. W. Howe and Sergt. F. J. Patrick (Birmingham) 
are wounded, and Private Eckett (Birmingham) is invalided. 
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REVIEWS. 
PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 


The Atheneum Subject Index to Periodicals. 1915. Issued at the 
request of the Council of the Library Association. Vol. I. 
1915. 4to. The Atheneum: London, 1916. 


The initiation of this valuable work by the Council of the Library Associa- 
tion must be placed to their credit, although we are of course perfectly aware 
that it owes its existence to the enthusiasm and hard work of a very few men 
indeed, and those not all members of that body. A periodical index for one 
year, which contains 13,374 articles from 420 periodicals, is far in advance 
of anything which has been previously accomplished, and must take its 

as one of if not the most valuable of helps to librarians. It has an 
index to the authors of the articles, which is an important addition. 


The arrangement is based on the List of Subject Headings issued by the 
Library of Congress, Washington, and speaking generally is very effective, 
but there is often a conflict of method which results in the reader being 
compelled to make a double reference when the information should be avail- 
able at first. A case of this is an article on Market Overt in the City of 
London. This is placed under London: Markets. Market Overt is a per- 
fectly well-known legal expression, and should be a subject heading in itself. 
There is no cross reference from Market Overt. But the conflict of method 
above referred to comes out rather strongly under the heading, England : 
Army. Here we find the Royal Flying Corps and the Royal Garrison 
Artillery, but other regiments are found under their titles in the main alphabet, 
t.e., Essex Regiment. Again of two problems in connection with the war, 
the Liquor Problem and the Education Problem, the first is a main heading 
and the second a sub-division of European War. Biographical material 
is not always dealt with in the same way. Two articles on Dugald Dalgetty 
appear only under Soldiers of Fortune, whereas James Stephens is not indexed 
under Fenians, but under his name. Libraries are under the place, and only 
cross-referenced from the heading Libraries, while Earthworks come under 
theirownname There is a general tendency for the topographical heading to 
overcome the real subject, but two antiquarian articles on Roman remains at 
Tivoli do not occur under the place, but under Horatiana, the first article 
relating to Horace’s Villa. An article on the Black Sea and its harbours 
will not be found under Black Sea, even by reference, but under Harbours. 
Under Welsh Bibliography will be found an article on Owen Glyndwr, which 
should appear under his name. The Eikon Basilike should certainly receive 
a cross-reference under Charles I., who was the subject if not the author. 
These are points which have caught our attention in a hurried glance through 
the pages. One more perhaps may be mentioned. The heading National 
Characteristics appears to be unnecessary. If anything at all is placed under 
the heading of the name of a country it surely should be the articles occurring 
under this caption. 


In spite of these few blemishes, which after all are more apparent than 
real, the Index is a most valuable and practical piece of work, and we shall hope 
in succeeding volumes to see a more perfect co-ordination introduced which 
will give additional lustre to the undertaking. 


It would be difficult to see how any Reference Library can possibly 
avoid obtaining a copy of the Index were we not aware of the curious views 
of some book committees and even (be it said with bated breath) of some 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| librarians. | 
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Gower, H. D., Jast L.S., and Toprey, W. W. The Camera as 
Historian: A Handbook to ——— Record Work for those 
who use a Camera, and for Survey Record Societies. Cr. 8vo. 
16+ 260 PP. Plates and Illustrations in text. 6s. net. 
Sampson Low, Marston & Co., Ltd.: London, 1916. 


It is refreshing to find a new book on a new subject, and when in 
addition it is a good book, the reviewer has a sensation which is as pleasant 
as it is rare. 

Photographic survey and record work, the systematic collection of 
photographs illustrating the history, topography, natural history and other 
features of a locality is apparently about thirty years old, but it is only 
within the last fifteen years that it has really developed into an important 
branch of research. Like many other activities which depend on voluntary 
work, the local societies formed for carrying on these surveys have their ups 
and downs, the personal enthusiasm of the officers being the principal factor. 
It is probable that the want of a detailed guide to assist in their permanent 
organization has been also a factor. This want is now supplied by the 
volume before us, where everything necessary to the work is described from 
the circular calling the preliminary meeting to the photographic processes 
to be used, and the boxes necessary to store the resulting prints. 


One point seems to emerge very clearly, and that is the great part the 
Public Library can play in organizing and developing a society on the lines 
suggested. The Librarian is, or should be, the Recording Angel for his 
district. He already has, or should have, the printed and written record in 
store on his shelves. When to this he is able by means of the methods 
suggested by this work to add the graphic record he is strengthening his local 
collection in its weakest spot. Let every librarian then study this book. 
If he is already working out the problem of the collection of the graphic 
record it will supply him with many hints that will help, and if he is not it 
will stimulate him to begin. There are no less than 75 illustrations in the 
book covering every method used, and every piece of apparatus. The chapter 
headings which we append will give a further idea of the scope of the work : 
** Photographic Record Work: Interrelation of Survey Organisations and 
Respective Fields of Work : Inception and Organisation of a Survey Society : 
The Mounting, Labelling, and Storage of Survey Photographs : The Classifi- 
cation, Guiding and Indexing of Survey Photographs: Detailed Subject 
Classification for a County Collection of Survey Photographs : Apparatus . 
The Record Print : Available Processes : The Acquisition of Existing Material, 
&e. 


Wess, A. P. A_ Bibliography of the Works of Thomas Hardy, 
1865—1915. Cr.8vo. 14+128 pp. Port. and two facsimiles. 
1916. Frank Hollings: London, 1916. 6s. net. 


The compilation of bibliographies is not by any means an exact science, 
and it is always interesting to note the method adopted, especially in biblio- 
graphies of the semi-literary type In the volume before us the title is not 
quite an accurate description of the contents. It apparently does not include 
descriptions of all the editions of Mr. Hardy’s works, but only of the first 
editions and of the series of the Wessex novels. What the author describes 
as Nugez and Privately Printed Books form a special section, and the contri- 
butions to books and periodicals follow. There is also a good list of books and 
articles on Hardy. An index of considerable size, by Mr. R. Crosley, is of 
great help, although we must protest against the references to Hardy being 
indexed under Thomas / 
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The work is evidently meant for collectors of first editions, and these are 
described at considerable length, which is to some extent unnecessary. For 
instance there i is a paragraph under each entry similar to the following :— 

“‘ Printer’s signatures: p. (1) B; p. 3B2; and so on at regular 

— of 16 pp. up to U2 at foot of p- 291, omitting, as usual, the 

etter J.” 

All this can be expressed in this way, B-T* U®. Signatures in modern 
books are hardly worth mentioning at all, unless there is some error which 
will help to identify the particular issue of the work. 

In cataloguing the work of a great author it is very desirable to 
add to the pureiy bibliographical side of the work a chronological list of 
writings whether in volume form or issued as contributions to periodi- 
cals. This arrangement gives a view of the works of the author such as no 
other method does, and we regret that Mr. Webb has not included such a list. 
There is some slight irregularity in the construction of the collations. The 
printer's imprint is given in full in some cases, but in the majority of cases 
is only mentioned. We think it should be given in every case. 

The work will be of great service to collectors, librarians, and book- 
sellers. We trust that Mr. Webb will have to prepare a second edition, 
when perhaps he will reconsider some of the arrangements given in the 
chronological list above referred to, and avoid the rather absurd duplication 
of matter on pp. 30-36 and pp. 83, &c. A curious misprint occurs in the note 
on p. 46, where it is asserted that ‘‘ Neither Mr. Hardy nor theTimes DESERVES 
copyright in the poem printed above.” 


REPORTS. 


Betrast (City and County Borough).-Twenty-Seventh Annual 
Report of the Committee of the Public Libraries, 1915-16. 
Another important report lacking the essential feature, the balance sheet. 

Stock: lending, 66,329; reference, 35,986. Issues: Lending, 439,415; 

reference, 64,910—an over-all decrease of 4,347. 

The Army received 1,550 volumes from the Libraries. There are ten 

of the staff with the colours, including two captains, a lieutenant, and a 

sergeant. Too many of the pages of the report are devoted to lists of ‘* selec- 

tions of books issued,’’ which we regard as of little value, and the table of ages 
of readers does not seem worth while except to show that more than half the 
readers do not care to reveal their ages ; i.e., they are listed as ‘ not stated.” 

On the whole the record is one of steady satisfactory work, singularly un- 

affected in its quantity by the War. 


BroMLeEY (Borough) PusLic Annual Report 

of the Public Library Committee, 1915-16. 

Income : £1,254 ; rate, £1,085. Expenditure : £1,128—books, periodicals, 
and binding, / 368 ; rent and rates, £55 ; salaries and wages, £536 ; a balance 
of £126 is shown. Stock: 25,799 volumes. Issues: Lending 126,960 ; 
reference 13,068, juvenile 25,809—an increase over all of 16,202. 

Lectures were given. The issues—651 daily—are the largest recorded. 
The librarian is on active service, and Miss J. P. Tilley, the Sub-Librarian, 
is acting for him. 


WATERLOO-WITH-SEAFORTH (Urban District).—Public Libraries 
and Museum ; Report for 17th and 18th years, 1914-16. 
Population (1916) 30,282. Income £779, rate £569 ; expenditure, £763 ; 

books, binding, and periodicals £133, salaries and wages 297. Stock (1916), 

11,997. Issues (1914-15), 62,073; (1915-16), 60,798. 
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A summary of two years’ work of this admirable and energetic little 
library system. Open access was adopted in1915 Special loans were made 
to the Technical Institute, and the students were entertained at the library 
and each presented with a membership ticket. The age limit for children was 
lowered from 12 to 10 years. Two courses of popular lectures were delivered 
and a children’s lecture. War charities have benefited by a War Lecture in 
aid of the local Relief Fund to the extent of £6 14s. 8d., and by a collection 
after lecture in aid of the Fresh Fruit and Vegetables Fund, to the extent of 


£3 19s. 3d. 


WESTMINSTER (City).—Report of the Public Libraries Committee, 
1915-16. 


Stock : Lending, 84,588 ; reference, 43,375 Issues: Lending, 267,079 ; 
reference, 153,380. 


A four-page pamphlet only, of such brevity that it makes us regret the 
well-known buff wrappers which hitherto distinguished Westminster. There 
is, for reasons of economy, no financial statement. The report mentions 
the closing of the South Audley Street Library, of all magazine and news rooms, 
and of all libraries at 5 p.m. daily, except on Mondays and Thursdays when 
they are open until 8 p.m. ‘ These economies,’ proceeds the report, 
“together with a reduction of the expenditure on new books would, it was 
estimated, result in a saving of about £3,200 per annum. . . oa 
action was at the time subject to some unfavourable comment in the press, 
but users of the libraries generally have acquiesced in the view that the 
curtailments of their privileges are necessary as a part of the universal need 
for saving.”’ The experiment—the report notwithstanding—is false econo- 
mics, since Westminster has by saving £3,200 probably involved its public 
in three or four times the expenditure, and, from the personal complaints 
that we have heard, we know that the “ acquiescence ” is absolutely imaginary. 
The absurd action of the Westminster Committee has been seized upon with 
glee by all opponents of public education as an example to be imitated, and 
it is not realized that Westminster is not only a rich borough, but that some 
parts of it at least are within easy reach of other libraries. But to have 
closed the St. Martin’s Lane news room was little less than a public blunder : 
it is used by hundreds of business men for purely business reasons ; and 
recently we heard of a man who walked three miles to reach the library in 
order to see the Contract Journal. Thus does Westminster promote national 
industry! Twenty-four members of the staff are with the colours, and to 
three who have lost their lives fitting reference is made. 


WILLESDEN (Urban District)—Kilburn Public Library: Twenty- 
Third Annual Report, 1915-16. 


No financial statement, although the petty receipts ({71 in all) are given 
in details occupying five columns, and are not worth it. Stock: Lending, 
10,696 ; reference, 3,321. Issued : Lending, 77,795 ; school libraries, 6,005 ; 
reference, 1,862—an over-all increase of 3,762. The librarian suggests that 
his increased juvenile issues are partly due to decreased juvenile interest in 
the “‘ Pictures.” We wish we could agree. The general stock has been 
over-hauled and weeded out. The reading-room attendance is less than in 
pre-war times. 169 items were sent to the Camps Library. The librarian 
protests that his work is “something more than the issue of ‘ fiction to 
servant girls,’ as was stated recently by a member of a certain town council,” 
in which protest the chairman concurs. 


THE LrBRARY WORLD. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION THIRTY-NINTH ANNUAL MEETING.— 

The Thirty-Ninth Annual Meeting—if the brief, quibbling gathering 
can be dignified by such a name—was held, by courtesy of the 
Westminster Libraries Committee, at the Buckingham Palace 
Road Library, S.W., on 4th October, at 3 p.m. The work was 
confined to the business meeting, and to a presentation to Mr. L. 
Stanley Jast. The chair was occupied by the President, Mr. 
J. Y. W. MacAlister, and the report was adopted in full with the 
exception of a paragraph relating to library officials and military 
service. Criticism of a meandering, undignified, and inconclusive 
character was directed to the paragraphs in which the Council 
approved the foundation of the new North Central Branch. This 
discussion, which resulted in the report remaining as submitted, was 
made an occasion for certain councillors, whose chief activity in 
life seems to be talking, to practice their favourite occupation to 
their hearts’ content. In general the meeting thoroughly dis- 
approved of the discussion, and we hope that in the future most of 
the men who contributed to its brilliancy will learn the simple 
rule that silence is golden. Among other things the meeting 
showed that it overwhelmingly disapproved of the supine attitude 
of the Council in neglecting at this important stage of library 
affairs to hold a proper conference or to do anything constructive 
towards the educational reorganization which must follow the 
war ; a state of mind which entirely justifies the critical attitude 
from which we have regarded the inactivity of the Council. The 
one really pleasant feature of the afternoon was the presentation 
of a cheque for £35 to Mr. Jast as a small (we use the word advisedly) 
recognition of his long services to the Association. The presenta- 
tion was made in a speech worthy of the occasion by the Honorary 
Treasurer, Mr. Tedder, and it was received with enthusiasm. In 
reply, Mr. Jast thanked the Association, affirmed that to hold the 
office of Honorary Secretary was sufficient reward in itself, as it 
gave experience, special training, and led to the making of many 
friends and a few political enemies (the last of which he thought 
to be especially valuable), and added that he hoped to fulfil his 
revious work as a member of the rank and file of the Association. 

n the evening, under the presidency of Mr. Barwick, a dinner was 

held which was attended by members of the ‘‘ Atheneum Subject 
Index ’’ Committee and their friends, at the Dean Hotel. At 
this meeting Mr. Hulme and Mr. Hopwood were congratulated 
upon the publication of the fine first volume of the Index. Mr. 
Hulme stated that he and Mr. Hopwood were responsible personally 
for the indexing of about two hundred periodicals, and pleaded for 
more help from individual librarians to carry on the work. The 
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cost of the first volume was {600, and subscriptions for about half 
that amount had been received, and it was hoped to make the volume 
a financial success. He urged contributors to send him notes 
of articles of permanent reference value which appeared in journals 
other than those indexed regularly, and especially in the local 
ane Mr. Hopwood explained the technical detail, in which 
e is personally most occupied, and his speech was followed by 
felicitous remarks from various members present, all of whom 
agreed that the work was most desirable and admirable, and 
worthy of the support of every kind of library. It was emphasised 
that the Index is indispensable to small libraries, especially as 
through the loan library of periodicals, now housed at the Central 
Library for Students, 20, Tavistock Square, W.C., it was possible 
for any library to borrow any periodical indexed for fourpence. 


LiBRARY ASSOCIATION.—NORTH CENTRAL BRANCH.—A new 
branch of the Library Association—to be called the North 
Central Branch—was formed at Bradford on September 2oth, 
Mr. Henry Guppy, Librarian of the John Rylands Library, being 
elected president. 

Mr. W. H. Brocklehurst, Chairman of the Bradford Libraries’ 
Committee, presided at the inaugural meeting, and in moving that 
the branch be formed spoke of the present need for such literature 
as would enable the people to arrive at a sane and sensible stand- 
point from which to view the outcome of the great world struggle. 
As a result of the fusion of the West Riding and East Lancashire 
they might expect something progressive in library administration. 
His resolution proposed that the new branch should cover the West 
Riding and those parts of Lancashire and Cheshire lying east “ of 
a north and south line drawn so as to include Greater Manchester 
and its immediate dependencies.” Seconded by Alderman T. C. 
Abbott, Deputy-Chairman of the Manchester Libraries Committee, 
the resolution was adopted. 


Mr. L. Stanley Jast, deputy chief librarian of Manchester, 
urged that public library authorities should be better represented 
in the administration of the Library Association. The government 
of the association was largely in the hands of librarians, he said, but 
in his opinion, while librarians were competent to run libraries, 
they could not run the library movement, and it was essential that 
representatives of public authorities should interest themselves 
in it. 

The officers of the new branch were elected as follows : Vice- 
Presidents, Alderman T. C. Abbott, Sir George Watson Macalpine 
(Manchester), Mr. W. H. Brocklehurst (Bradford), Alderman 
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Henry Plummer (Manchester), and Mr. Ben Roberts (Leeds), 
councillors, the librarians of Huddersfield, Halifax, Leeds, Man- 
chester, Bradford, and the Universities of Manchester, Leeds and 
Sheffield, together with the chairmen of the Library Committees 
of Huddersfield, Sheffield, Harrogate, and Keighley. Mr. L. Stanle 
Jast was elected hon. secretary pro tem., with Mr. Harry Fost 
(Manchester), assistant hon. secretary, and Mr. Guthrie Vine 
(Manchester) as hon treasurer. 


LIVERPOOL AND DISTRICT ASSOCIATION OF ASSISTANT 
LIBRARIANS. 


CoMMITTEE.—1914-1917 : Mr. F. Spender, Reference Library, 
Liverpool ; Mr. Wm. Williams, The Atheneum, Liverpool ; Miss ©. 
I. Winstanley, Wavertree Library, Liverpool. ee : Miss A. 
E. Barron, Walton Library, Liverpool; Mr. R. Cockrane, W. 
Derby Library, Liverpool; Mr. W. J. Randall, Medical Inst., 
Liverpool. 1916-1919: Miss O. Davies, Public Library, Birken- 
head ; Mr. W. T. Montgomery, Public Library, Bootle ; Miss E. M. 
Voce, Reference Library, Liverpool. 


SYLLABUS, 1916-17. 


Friday, October 6th, 1916.—Inaugural Meeting at the Central 
Library, Oriel Road, Bootle. Lantern Lecture: ‘‘ The Solace of 
Pictures,” by Mr. C. H. Hunt, President of the Association : Chief 
Librarian, Public Libraries, Bootle. 

Friday, November 24th.—Meeting at the Central Library, 
Oriel Road, Bootle. A Dickens recital: ‘“‘ Dr. Marigold,”’ by Mr. 
W. J. Randall, Medical Institution, Liverpool. 

Friday, February 2nd, 1917.—Meeting at the Central Library, 
Oriel Road, Bootle. Address: ‘“‘ Looking Backward—a pro- 
fessional Retrospect,” by Mrs. L. L. Keyes, formerly Chief 
Librarian, Public Library, Great Crosby. 

Friday, March 30th.—Meeting at the Central Library, Oriel 
Road, Bootle. Address: “ Prefaces : interesting and curious,” by 
Mr. A. H. Edwards, Toxteth Libraiy, Liverpool. 

Friday, May 25th.—Annual General Meeting at the Central 
Library, Oriel Road, Bootle. Election of Committee, &c. 
Symposium : “ A book that has impressed me, and the reason why.”’ 

(N.B.—A prize (value 5s.) will be awarded for the best five 
minutes speech, which must be based upon an English literary 
production.) 
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Tue LipraRy AssISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION.-NORTH-WESTERN 
Brancu.—The Second Annual Meeting of the North-Western 
Branch of the Library Assistants’ Association was held, by kind 

rmission of the Public Libraries’ Committee, at Blackburn 

blic Library, on Wednesday, September 27th. In formally 
welcoming the Association to Blackburn, Mr. Ashton, Chief 
Librarian, expressed his interest in all matters affecting assistant 
librarians, and stated that the work performed by the North- 
Western Branch of the L.A.A., since its formation had greatly 
impressed him. He was of opinion that, in spite of the depleted 
ranks of the Association through the voluntary enlistment of so 
many members, there was no justification for inactivity. He, 
therefore, hoped that all assistants not actively engaged on war 
work would loyally support the Branch in carrying on its work 
until the termination of hostilities. It was very desirable that the 
Association should not confine its efforts to the discussion of biblio- 
graphical technicalities, and he congratulated the Committee on 
its enterprise in arranging for the reading and discussion of literary 
papers. The Chairman, Mr. James Hindle, in moving the adoption 
of the Annual Report, drew attention to the fact that the member- 
ship of the Branch had increased during the past year, and that 
all the eligible male members had loyally responded to the country’s 
call. A resolution of sympathy was passed with the parents and 
relatives of Mr. Eric A. Peppiette, Assistant Librarian, Liverpool 
University Library, who was killed in action on the 16th August. 
He was one of the most promising young librarians in the country, 
and his death deprives the Association of an energetic and valuable 
member of the Council, and the North-Western Branch of a wise 
counsellor and loyal colleague. The following officers were 
elected for 1916-17 :—President, James Hutt, M.A. (Oxon), Liver- 
pool ; Chairman, James Hindle, Blackburn ; Hon. Treasurer, M. J. 
Wrigley ; Acting Treasurer, T. A. Barnett, Manchester ; Hon. 
Secretary, James Ross, Walton, Liverpool ; Committee, Miss M. J. 
Ashton, Thomas A. Barnett, Miss Cross, W. J. Entwisle, H. Fostall, 
W. Geo. Fry, F. Helliwell, J. A. Merrishaw, Miss M. Quinn, R. J. 
Williams and T. Wright ; Auditors, J. A. Merrishaw and C. Stott. 
In the course of an interesting paper on “‘ George Meredith and his 
Work,” Mr. Harry Fostall, Bradford Library, Manchester, remarked 
that although little was recorded of the early life of Meredith, a - 
certain amount of information could be derived from some of his 
works, notably, Evan Harrington and Harry Richmond. For 
many years Meredith acted as literary adviser to Chapman and 
Hall, and in this sphere gained a reputation for the wise manner in 
which he selected the books for publication as well as for the 
critical and encouraging manner in which he dealt with young 
authors. Although Meredith’s novels were by no means of the 
popular variety, they were numbered, by those competent to 
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judge, among the greatest and most stimulating ever published. 

ike Thackeray, Meredith was the novelist of the upper classes, 
though at the same time embracing subjects into relief the pettiness 
of luxury, as German Socialism, Italian and Spanish wars of 
independence, English politics, mining, education, railways, and 
the Navy. Summarising each of Meredith’s works in turn, Mr. 
Fostall succeeded in bringing out the chief characteristics, indicating 
the excellence of style, plot and treatment. Some critics con- 
sidered that “The Ordeal of Richard Feverel’’ shared with 
“‘ Vanity Fair ’’ and “ The Cloister and the Hearth,’’ the distinction 
of being one of the three best novels in modern English literature ; 
but whether we agreed with this estimate or not it would be readily 
conceded that the “‘ Ordeal,’’ together with ‘‘ The Egoist,” have an 
assured place in English literature. Meredith's novels made 
difficult reading, and consequently he was afraid they were read 
more for the pleasure of his style and thought than for his story- 
telling. An interesting discussion ensued in which Messrs. Ashton, 
Pomfret, Barnett, Fry, Merrishaw, and Miss Quinn took part. 
The meeting concluded with hearty votes of thanks to Mr. Ashton, 
Chief Librarian, for his kind welcome, to Mr. Fostall for his attrac- 
tive paper, and to Mr. Hindle for presiding. 


NoORTH-MIDLAND LIBRARY ASSOCIATION.—The 26th year has 
been one of further progress. The membership has increased, the 
interest widened, and the stated objects of the N.M.L.A. maintained. 
Three Conferences have been held this session: at Nottingham, 
Ilkeston, and Mansfield, in all cases with gratifying success. The 
best thanks of the Association are specially due to Mr. Cox and 
Miss Gouk for the excellence of the local arrangements, and to all 
who contributed in any way to our instruction and entertainment. 
That the visits of the N.M.L.A. have been appreciated in the 
various districts has been fully proved. Numerous papers of a 
technical and literary nature, also practical notes, have been given 
throughout the session, followed by useful discussion. Other 
conferences were projected, but, owing to the war, arrangements 

rovisionally made were postponed. South Yorkshire and North 
Staffordshire have now been included in the N.M.L.A. area. Pro- 
paganda work in various forms has been undertaken, and special 
efforts made to induce all librarians in the area to become members. 
Twelve new members have been enrolled during the session, 
making an increase of 42 in the past three years. The membership 
now totals 86. Various members of the N.M.L.A. are serving 
in His Majesty’s Forces. The best wishes of the Association are 
extended to all our comrades with the colours. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


COMMITTEE OF WOMEN LIBRARIANS. 
To the Editor of Tut Liprary Wor LD. 


Dear Sir,—In your editorial of September a considerable 
space is devoted to an article which appeared in the Daily Mati. 
headed ‘‘ Women Librarians.” In your comments there seems to 
be some amount of misunderstanding as to the origin and function 
of the Committee of Women Librarians formed in 1914, which I 
should be glad to correct. 


To quote from your Editorial :— 

** The article would not deserve the prominence we give to it, except 
for the fact that the several women F.L.A.’s quoted are all members 
of the Committee of Women Librarians. This Committee is an off- 
shoot of the Women’s Committee formed and financed by the L.A.A. 

. . Its extended life was to promote the election of a woman 
to the L.A. Council, and in this, by the help of the men members, it was 
successful. One of its tenets, we understand, was that owing to the 
rubbish usually published about women in library work, articles con- 
veying information should be written by the members, and information 
should not be given to journalists to be manipulated to support pre- 
conceived theories.” 


In the first place the Committee of Women Librarians was 
formed solely on the initiative of two or three women librarians, 
and consisted of the more prominent women librarians of the 
United Kingdom. It was neither the offspring, continuation, or 
any connection of any other committee whatsoever. All financial 
responsibility was shared by the individual members of the Execu- 
tive of the Committee, and all expense incurred was met by them. 
In the second place no special tenets were either formulated or 
adopted. Its work was solely connected with the selection and 
election of a woman member of the L.A. Council, and that object 
accomplished it automatically ceased its work. 


The membership of it fully acknowledged and thanked the 
men members of the L.A. for their cordial help and co-operation. 
without which all their efforts must have proved of no avail. 


Thanking you for your courtesy, 
IT am, Dear Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 


KATE E. PIERCE. 


(Member of the L.A. Council and Joint Hon. Sec. 
of the Committee of Women Librarians ) 
Pusiic LIBRARY, 
KETTERING, Sept. 27th, 1916. 


FOR EVERY LIBRARIAN, CURATOR AND 
MUNICIPAL OFFICER. 


THE 


Camera as Historian. 


A Handbook to Photographic Record Work 

for those who use a Cimera, and for 

Survey or Record Societies and Municipal 
Authorities. 

WITH ILLUSTRATIONS AND WORKING 
DRAWINGS, 

By L. STANLEY JAST, Chief Librarian, 

Manchester Public Library ; 

H. L. GOWER, Hon. Survey Secretary, 

Survey ani of Surrey; 
. W. TOPL 


Demy Ping Cloth. 
Price 6/- net. 


The special value of Photography as applied 
to the production of authentic records, 
suitably classifed and kept for public 
service in public custody, is just Pa we 
to be recognised and is herein descri 


DETAILED PROSPECTUS GRATIS. 


LONDON: 


SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON & Co.. Ltd. 


GRAFTON & Co.'s New Publications. 


TIGER-WOLVES. 
By FRANK IIAMEL (Author of 
** Human Animals,” &c.) Ss. met. 
A thrilling novel of South African life. 


THE MYSTERY OF THE 

RUE DE BABYLONE. 
Adapted from the French by JOHN 
N. RAPHAEL (Percival of ‘ The 
Referee.”’) Ss. net. 
A sensational detective story of Paris. 


THE CORRECT THING. 
By A. GOWANS WHYTE (Author 
of “A Comedy of Ambition,” “* The 


Templeton Tradition,” Yellow 

Sands.”) Ss. net. 
THE ROMANCE OF A 
RAPHAEL. 


A Study of the portraits of Vittoria 
Colonna. By A. E. RAVINA. Fully 
Illustrated. Ss. net. 


Coptic House, 8, Coptic St., L.ndon. 


GEORGE ALLEN 


MY DAYS and DREAMS Being Auto- 
biographical Notes by Evwarp 
Author of “Towards Democracy,” &c. 
Illustrated. Demy 8vo Cloth, 78. 6d. net. 

The Times,—" There is a flash of the rapier about these 
subtle little character sketches.” 


POLITICAL HISTORY OF JAPAN in 

the M#IJI EKA By Prot. W. W. McLaren. 

my 8vo, 128. 6d. net. 

Morning Post.— This book will the Student of 
world-politics to the position of Japan.” 


TO GALLIPOLI By Arrnux 
Small Demy, 73. 6d. net. 


POLAND S CASE INDEPEN- 

DENC Demy 8vo, 73. 6d. net. 
mostly by representative Poles. 


WE By Stancev Lee. Author of 
“Inspired Millionaires’ Crowds,” 


etc. 
Crown 8vo, 68. net. 
Study Begin’ ont Europe can expect of 


ter MARTIN ICHOLSON. 
os Crown 8vo, 48. 6d. net. 

in Bel, 
troops. 


& UNWIN Limited. 


MAKING OF MICKY McGHEEB 
W. Camveett, Author of * Private 
and the Kangaroo Marines." With Illus- 
trations by H. J. Eccock. Crown 8vo,3s 6d. net. 
These verses reveal the discove' of still — K 
and thous whe of this War 
war should not tail to order their copies. 


THE BROWN MARE, Other 
Studies By Atrrep Oxctvant, Author of 
**Owd Bob,” &c. Crown 8vo, 28. 6d. net. 


A pic'ur’ book of English men, women and homes as 
seen during th: last two years, 


THE DREAMS OF ORLOW By A. M. 


Irvine With Introduction by J. Huw. 
Crown 8vo, 58. net, 
An authentic account of a most extraordinary sequence 


of dreams which the Dreamer claims to be a real experience 
upon some ot plane of existence, 


Newest and Best Novels. Cr. 8vo, 6s. each. 


REDWING by Constance Smep.ev. 
a wide social and : 
covers a e ab 
lores 


FAMILIES REPAIRED By J.S. Fretrcuer. 
Deals with a highly complicated pam pe arrange- 


THE FARM SERVANT 
By E. H. Anstautuer. 


Few modern novels have such a gestation bgt es two 
largest sections of the book deal — 
Ancte and with the Latin quarter of Faris 


RUSKIN HOUSE, 40, MUSEUM STIREEL, LONDON, W.C. 
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THE CARD CATALOGUE 


A PRACTICAL MANUAL FOR PUBLIC 
C— AND PRIVATE LIBRARIES C4 
BY 
WwW. C. BERWICK SAYERS 
Croydon Public Libraries. Author of “The Children’s Library,” etc. 


JAMES DOUGLAS STEWART 


Islington Public Libraries. Author of “The Sheaf Catalogue,” “How 
to Use a Library,” etc. Editor of “The English Catalogue of Books.” 


A complete handbook for the preparation of any kind of 
Card Catalogue for any kind of Library. Included also 
are chapterson OTHER LIBRARY USES OF CARDS 


Royal 8vo., about 90 pages with numerous illustrations 
and examples. Art Linen. Price 3s. net. 


GRAFTON & Co., 8, Coptic Street, Bloomsbury, W.C. 


BOOK END-PAPERS 


FANCY LININGS AND COVERS. 


A variety of artistic and useful papers always in stock, 
including “Carrara,” “ Sicilian,” Floral and other patterns. 
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